INTRODUCTION
What I was studying was the man's character
in the widest sense of the term. Since, however,
I have had no private documents available for
the purpose of this study, and since in actual
conversation with a living man I could learn far
less of his intimate life than I could learn of the
intimate life of Bismarck or of Lincoln by the
perusal of their letters, I have been restricted to
such an impressionist picture as can be achieved
on the basis of talks concerning purely abstract
matters. My book is an attempt at indirect
portraiture. One who regards as trifling the
question what kind of music a statesman loves,
has failed to understand the art of mental analysis,
for in truth such matters exert a decisive influence
upon action. Owing to the world's ignorance of
Bismarck's inner life there had become current
a distorted picture of the man as a swashbuckling
cavalry officer, and it was that picture which
I endeavoured to replace by a new one. In
Mussolini's case I am trying to do the same thing
while the man yet lives, in order to substitute a
new image for the views and the trends of the
contemporary world. In my undertaking I had
to confine myself to the man of fifty or there-
abouts who sat opposite me. If, occasionally,
I delved into his past, this was not done in order
to disclose the contradictions which must neces-